Angiogenesis (clinical trials).
Therapeutic angiogenesis may play a role in the treatment of patients with vascular disease who have no other treatment option (those who are not candidates for bypass surgery or angioplasty). The first published clinical trial results appeared in 1998 and additional trials have since been completed or are ongoing. Results of several of these trials are reviewed. Studies of angiogenesis with basic fibroblast growth factor and human vascular endothelial growth factor suggest that these growth factors can induce functionally significant angiogenesis. Evolving delivery modalities and strategies are also highlighted.